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liTs to augment intake capaci

PNS ® NEW DELHI

he Council of IITs on

Tuesday gave ‘in principle’
approval to add more seats to
their BTech, MTech and
research programmes and take
the premier engineering insti-
tutes’ students’ strength to one
lakh over the next three years.

HRD Minister Prakash
Javadelkar said according to the
proposal, which was approved
at the meeting of the IIT
Council — the highest deci-
sion-making body of the pre-
mier institutions — on Tuesday,
the II'Ts will be expected to add
close to 4,000 new seats across
all BTech programmes, from
the current 10,560 to close to
14,000 seats by 2020. At present,
there are close to 72,000 stu-
dents in all the 23 IITs.

The Council members of
all 23 Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) met the
HRD Minister and charted out
their next growth path includ-
ing planning a strategy to break
into the top 100 global univer-
sity rankings.

“The institutes will also
have to increase the number of
seats in MTech and PhD pro-
grammes to achieve the
strength of one lakh;” Javadekar
said. If approved, this move will
result in the biggest increase in
seats across I1Ts since the OBC

quota was implemented.

“To achieve this, the II'Ts
will have to waive off the con-
dition, which makes students
stay compulsorily on campus.
The institutes will depend on
admitting more non-resident
students,” said the director.
Currently, all students of IITs
have to stay on campus.

The Council also considered
anew project titled Vishwajeet
which proposes to assist 1I'Ts,
especially the top seven-Delhi,
Bombay, Kanpur, Kharagpur,
Madras, Roorkee and Guwahati-
to reach the top 100 in Global
University ranks by 2018 and top
50 by 2020. This project will pro-
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vide these institutes additional
support and funds.

Currently, only one IIT has
made it to the top 200 in one of
the global university rankings.
1I'T-Delhi was ranked 179 and
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Indian Institute of Science (I11S¢)
Bangalore was ranked 147 in the
Quacquarelli Symonds’ (QS)
list of top 200 universities glob-
ally last year. QS is a UK-based
global raking agency.

My statement blown out of proportion: Javadekar

PNS m NEW DELHI

Facing flak over his state-
ment regarding the hang-
ing of some freedom fighters,
HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Tueaday clarified
that he was in fact respect to
the freedom fighters and there
was a pause between the lead-
ers who were hanged by
Britishers and rest of them
which include Pandit Jawahar
Lal Nehru. Javadekar stated
that while he was talking about
how the British dealt with

icons of Indian freedom strug-
gle, he wasamused by the way
his statements blown out of
proportion.

Clarifying his remarks in
a series of tweets, Javadekar
said, “I am amused with the
news. I paid my respect to all
the freedom fighters since
1857. “I mentioned leaders like
Gandhi, Nehru, Subhash Bose.
It was a full stop. In the next
sentence | recounted those
who were hanged, jailed and
suffered at the hands of the
British. “There was no confu-

sion in the minds of those who
listened. 1 hope this removes
all confusion.”

In a video of his com-
ments in Chhindwara
(Madhya Pradesh), which
went viral, Javadekar is heard
saying, “Subhas Chandra Bose,
Sardar Patel, Pt Nehru, Bhagat
Singh, Rajguru sabhi phaansi
par chadhe (all were hanged)”
These comments gave an
impression that, like Bhagat
Singh and Rajguru, Nehru
and Patel were also hanged by
the British.
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II'Ts must focus on socially
relevant R&D: II'T-H head

Press TRUST OF INDIA
Hyderabad

HAVING carved a niche for
itself through its academic
excellence, the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology should
now focus on research and
development that impacts
society, similar to what insti-
tutions like MIT in the US is
doing, savs 1T Hyderabad
director UB Desai, “Now we
(II'fs) have to make our
name in R&D," he said.

The world today recogni-
ses and people talk about in-
stitutions like MIT, Stanford
and Berkeley because of the-
ir technological contributio-
ns that have impacted socie-
ty, and not because of aca-
demic programmes, he said.

“The thrust in IITs sho-
uld be technological innova-
tions and scientific research
which can impact society.
We have become very good
at education. We have done
a great job. (Now) that (foc-
us on R&D) has to be the pri-

New focus

= Six more IITs becom-
ing operational would
not ‘dilute’ the brand of
IITs, Desai said

m The thrust in IITs
should be technological
innovations and
scientific research

m To achieve the R&D
goal, some innovation in
academics would be
required, he said

mary goal,” Desai said.
Toachieve that goal, some
innovation in academics
would be required, he said,
adding different universities
in the US are doing so realis-
ing “pedagogy and paradigm
that was there 40-50 vears
ago needs an overhaul be-
cause of aspirations of the
vouth entering these institu-
tions and universities”.
“They (students) are
coming with lot of technolo-

gv at their fingertips. They
have grown up with all kinds
of technology gadgets, not
just laptops and tablets.
When these kids enter (in-
stitutes like MIT and II'Ts),
they come with different as-
pirations. “We need to inno-
vate pedagogy to make sure
that the students’ aspira-
tions and the challenges that
they want to tackle are made
available to him,” Desai said.
Six more I1Ts becoming
operational would not ‘dilu-
te’ the brand of IITs, the
HT-H director said.
Pointing to the demand,
Desai said about 1.4 million
students try to get into engi-
neering graduation in India
each vear, with an over-
whelming section dream-
ing to join II'Ts, which have
only around 10,000 seats.
Noting that old II'Ts took
20-25 years to get major
recognition mainly through
their alumni, he said the
new ones need a similar
timeframe to earn a name.
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NEW DELHI: The IITs will open
their doors for “non-resi-
dent” students, with a goal to
inerease their number of seats
to 100,000 by 2020.

The country’s top tech insti-
tutes have around 72,000 students
intheirundergraduate, postgrad-
uate and doctorate courses, and
all of them stay in hostels, But the
1IT Couneil, the highest decision-
making body of the institutes,
decided on Tuesday to admit
day scholars who can study from
home or stay in a rented place
outside the campus.

Another aim is to put research
on the forefront, for which stu-
dents will be allowed to doa PhD
right after BTech, deviating from
the practice of permitting only
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II'Ts to admit day scholars, allow
PhD enrolment right after BTech

COMING SOON

= Prime Minister's Research
Fellowship for select students
graduating from the next aca-
demic year, Fellowship of
360,000 per month will be
awarded to 1,000 students
who take up research

= Admission to 30,000 non-res-
ident students in the next
three years. Currently, hostel
stay is mandatory

postgraduates to do doctorate
Programimes.

Besides, a prime minister's
fellowship of 260,000 a month
for five years will be given to
around 1,000 students to do
research in I1Ts.

“IITs are our modern tem-

u Three-week induction pro-
gramme that will allow fresh-
ers to adapt to the new envi-
ronment and take language
and creative arts courses

= Pilot run of a voluntary national
aptitude test, which won't have
a bearing on the JEE exams

= Project Vishwajeet to help
IITs break into top 100 of glo-
bal rankings by 2018

ples. Bright IITians prefer to go
abroad to do research because
they get fellowships and better
facilities,” said human resource
development minister Prakash
Javadekar, who presided over
the meeting.
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IITs to admit day
scholars, allow

> i
PhDs after BTech

“We want to provide [acilities
inITTs so that research could be
carried out in India. We want to
convert brain drain into brain
gain,” Javadekar said.

The plan is to increase the
number of seats by 10,000 a
year until 2020 by admitting
non-resident students. Ideally,
there would be an increase of
4,000 seats in undergraduate

courses and 6,000 in postgradu-
ate and PhD seats.

The 23 IITs in the country
will assess their infrastructure
and faculty strength to decide
how much more students they
can admit without stressing
TesoUrces.

Officials said a number of
students will be allowed to
study as day scholars, without
hostel accommodation. Such
students will have to find
accommodation outside the
campus, or travel from home
if’ their institute is located in
their hometown.

“This is something that is
being worked out whether we
will be able to arrange some-
thing for them or have tie-ups
with paying guest accommaoda-
tions, or students will be asked
to take care of they stay,” an
official said.
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Javadekar promised a drive
to fill up teacher vacancies so
that an increase in the number
of students doesn't affect the
quality of teaching.

Another deeision taken by
the council is to introduce a
three-week induction course
to allow students to adapt to
their new environment, take
up courses on languages and
creative arts, and bond with
classmates as well as faculty
members. Classes will com-
mence only after the induction
course.

The IIT Council has also
approved a pilot run of a nation-
al aptitude test, which will be
voluntary in nature and will not
have a bearing on engineering
admissions.

To improve their stature,
the council cleared a project
in which seven II'Ts — Delhi,
Bombay, Kanpur, Kharagpur,
Madras, Roorkee and
Guwahati— will be assisted to
help break into the top 100 uni-
versities in the global univer-
sity ranking by 2018. At present,
no IIT features on the list.
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